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lacking in their own part of the world. They constructed vast
irrigation works and imported the orange, the date, the almond
tree, sugar-cane, and cotton. They set the Guadalquivir to work
to turn the valley between Cordova and Seville into one vast
huerfa or garden where the farmer was able to reap as many as
four harvests every year. They tapped the Jucar River, which
flows into the Mediterranean near Valencia, and added another
1200 square miles of fertile land to their possessions. They
imported engineers, built universities where agriculture was
scientifically studied, and constructed about the only roads the
country possesses to this very day. What they did for the progress
of astronomy and mathematics we have already seen in the first
part of this book. And they were the only people in the Europe
of that day who paid the slightest attention to medicine and
hygiene, carrying their tolerance in such matters so far that they
reintroduced the works of the ancient Greeks into the west by
means of their own Arabic translations. And they set another
force to work which was to be of tremendous value to them.
Instead of shutting the Jews up in ghettos or worse, they gave
them free rein to develop their great commercial and organizing
power for the benefit of the country at large.
And then the inevitable happened. Almost the whole of the
country had been conquered, and there was little danger from
the side of the Christians. Other Arab and Berber tribes, thirst-
ing in their miserable deserts, heard news of this terrestrial Para-
dise. And since Mohammedan rule was autocratic, the success
or failure of that rule depended upon the ability of a single
person. Amid these luxurious surroundings, dynasties founded
by strong-armed ploughboys degenerated and became weak.
Other strong-armed ploughboys, still sweating behind their oxen,
cast envious eyes upon the joys of the Alhambra of Granada and
the Alcazar of Seville. There were civil wars. There was murder.
Whole families were wiped out. Others pushed to the front.
Meanwhile, in the north the strong man had made his appear-
ance. Clans were being combined into tiny principalities. Tiny
principalities were being combined into small states. .The Catho-
lic banner was unfurled. Men began to hear the names of Castile